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ACTING ATT GENERAL'S APPOINT '

The October Assizes of _the Grenada High Court came to an sbrupt halt

-

last Tuesday- (Sth), the first day of its aitting, when the valigdity
of the acging appointmen of Attorney General and Director of pPublic

Prosecutions, Mr Ernest hn, was called into question.

— -

Barrister-at-law Lloy§ Noel submitted to Mr Justice Archibald Nedd -
that, according to Grengda's Constitution, Mr John's g:ting
appointment came._to an end on or gbout August 13th wl_len4 the Judiocisl
Tribungl a?pointed to 1nvestig&te charges against the island's
Attorney Generalpand Director of Puhl;c_Prosecutipna, Nr Desmond

Christian, had reported to Governor General Sir Leo de Gale.

The background to Mr Noel's submission is that, on May 7th last,

Mr Chpietian was suspended from exercising the functions of his Lo

office following charges mede against him by Prime Minister Gairy,
4 Judiciel Tribunal investigated these charges and, although the
Tribunal's Report has not been publiahgg, Ragio_Grenada ennounced
on August 15th that Mr Christian had been cleared of all charges.

In_the Dean time,uhowever, Attorngy ngera1~Christimn had been
deported fgom'Grenada as & "proliibited alien" on August érd, and
although tpe Deportation Order sgainst him was}lifted after the
Tribunal reported, Mr Christian has not returned to Grenada.

In making his submiasion to the Court, Mr Noel cited sub-section 9
of section 86 o!”ﬁhe Grenada Constitution which stat.es that, with
reference to the suspension of the Attorney General and Director

of Publie Pnonecufionsi it "shal} in 8ny case cease to have effect
if the Tribuna% recommends to the vaernoruGeneral that the Director

of Public Prosecutions should not be removed" from office.

Based on this, Mr Noel was of the opinion that Mr Christian's
suspension had come to an end gutomatieglly wheg the Tribunal

cleared him of all charges mede by Prime Minister Geiry. Just

a8 automatically, Mr Noel said, Mr John's acting appointment had been
terminated on presentation of the Tribunal's Report to the Governor
General and therefore, all the documents before the Court bearing
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Mr John's signature as Director of Publioc Prosecutieng were null and

voild and of no effect,

Mr Justice Nedd said thia_&ubmission affected all cases before the

Court and he suspended the sitting until the following morning when
he would give his ruling,

When the Court resumed on the 6th, Mr Nedd ruled that Mr Erunest
John was legally and constiputionally the acfing Attorney Genersal
and Director of Public Prosecutions, and His Lordship's finding

was based on sub-section 10 of section 111 of the Grenada
Constitution.

Tl:xis, sub-section r'eéx.ds1 "Whgre this Constitutic_)_n vests in any
person or 9uthority the power to appoint any person.ta act in
or exercise the functions of any office if the holder thereof

is himgelf unable to eXercise those functions no such appointment
ghall be galled into quegtﬁon_og the_groungs that the holder of

the office was not unable to exercise those functions."
(478 words)
=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0~
GOVERNMENT AC UISITION ILLEG
In the Grenada High Court of Justice presided over by Mr Justice

Archibald Nedg, a_judgement was handed down on Tgesday Sgptemgep
28th Ehat GOVernmept”hadsfailgd to comply with cgrtain regniremegta
of the law and, thereforg, the acquisitiog of the 275 acre Bocage
Pstate on the ieland's west coast was illegal. Mr Nedd ordered
that the estate be handed bamk to its owners by Tuesdsy October 5th,.

Bocage Estate, the properpy of the late P G Hosten who died on
January 5th 1975, was teken posession of by Government on Msy 2nd
1975, the date of the second of two statutary pgblications of

acguisition in the Government Gazette. These publicatigns

stated that gcquisition_w&g "for & public_purQOSe", and the case
argued hefore Mrx Justigg Nedd was tham/thg §pec£ric gpublic
purpose" should have been set out and, therefore, the scquisition

was wrong in law,

The plaintiffs sought damages for unlawful entry and occupation,

profit made by the estate and compensmation for depreciation in
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value while in Governmentis possession, _The total value of the
claim has not been assessed, but it is understood the plaintiffs ~
sllege & lose of income of some EC$200,000.00,

-— - —

In an exclusive interview today (8th) with NEWSLETTER, Mr Lyle
Hosten, Cgﬁncil.fog the pleintiffs discloged th&t1 on Monday last
(4th), the Court hgard_a:p;tition from the Attorney General asking B
for fu{ther timg béfoge the plaingiffs repose§s‘the estatg. Mr Hosten
sgid he had tgkgn objection_to the Atgorney_General's Papers whichi
he thought, were not in order, and the Judge had granted a

-

postponement o the hearing until today (8th).

In the _mean Pimg, according to Mr Hbsteg, an unsuccessful attempt
wag made on Wednegday 6th to reposess the estate. 4s Council for
thg glaintiffg, pe said,_he hazs now pgt ig an affidavif allegipg that
the extra tige beipg asked for by Gogernmenf is for»the purpose of
making another attempt to acquire the estate, and he hgs pointed out

that & new notice for scquisition of Bocage Estate appeared in the
Government Gazette of October lst.

— -— — — —

This notice states that the estate is to be acquired "for = Home for

the Aged and provision of Housing and Garden lots Settlement”, ana
e ana @ h hd “

it appears that publication of these details overcomes objectioms to

the original notice gr acquiaitibn which stated merely that it was
"for a publiec purpose".

The matter of Government's application for an extension of time and
the plaintiffs' affidavit came before Mr Jugtice Nedd in the High

Court todey (8th) and has been postponed for hearing on Monday
October 1lth,

(421 words)

=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0
NEW _JEWEL MOVEMENT STAT:S POSITION ON UNITY

In an exclusive interview with NEWSLETTER on Monday L4th, Mr Maurice
Bishop, Joint Coordinating Secretary of the New Jewel Movement (NJM),
said his Political Party was disappointed with the reaction to whag

Mr Bishop callied NJM's “positive proposel for sn immediate alliance
with the Grenads National Party (GNP)"

Mr RiAbog was referring to a Press Release issued by GNP on September

234h ich it was stated that GNP would not comply wdth the NJW
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demand that GNP break with the United Peoples' Party (UPP) as = prior
condition for en alliance between GNP and NJM. )

Said Mr Biahg_p, "It is olAear to us Ehet__the pub}ic mllv recoguises _
that UPP_essential:_l_y conslsts of one nan with sectionsl support in one
coggtituency in the_oountry". According to Mr B:!._ahopx, his garty hes
"feedback" that "the public is clamoring for an urgent sliisnce of

NJM and GNP. forces.,"

The main stumbling block to tl}ese un:lty talks l_lae been that both NJM
and UPP have sccused each other of being influenced by foreign forces,
but & spokesmen for NJM $033 NRWSLETTER that, in spite of the spparent

deadlock, it was still hoped that a compromise soluticn could be
worked out.

(201 words)
=0=0~0=0=0=0 =0~

CRUISE LINER CALLS, |0

During the Week ending October 2nd, two cruise liners called &t

-—

Grenada, These were the "Cunard Adventurer" on w_ﬁﬁth
S#ptember with 620 passingers, and the "Amerikanis" on Wednesdsy:29th
September with 463 passengers.
(34 words)
~0=0=0~0=Cm0~0=0=0=

_ DANANA SHIPMMIIS

On October 5th, the S S "Geesterest" sailed with 25,931 boxes of
bananas weighing 785,433 1bs snd valued at EC$90, 324..00. There
WelPe 155 boxes of rejected fruit,

(24 woras)
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