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GUVERNMELT T _EwPLUYRES Ty Ly _MEET

The Grenada Union of Teachers (GUT), the Civil Service Association
(CSA) end the Technical & Allied Workers Union (TAWU) have scheduled

a8 mass General Meeting to be held at the Civil Service Centre on
Saturday of this week (14th),

According to a Press Release issued yesterday (11th) by the joint

Executives of GUE, CSA and TAWU (each of which organisetions = . -

reépresents different catagories of Government employees), this mass
General Meeting is belng called because of the Tailure of the
Minister of Finance, Mp George Hosten, to reply to a letter sent him

on January 21at relative to & salary revision for Government
employees.

That letter reminded the Minister of his letter of November 28th
1975 in which he had promised to deal with the matter of salaries
revision "as soon as possible", and Mr Hosten was told that, not

hav ing heard anything further from him, Government employees were

becoming “restive", Mr Hosten was asked to reply by February 5th

Tailing which, the CSA, GUT and TAWU would be forced to consider
what further sction shoulgd be taken,

According to the Release issued yesterday, Mr Hosten has not replied,
The Relesse mays further that Government employees are experiencing
difficulties as a result of the incresased cogt-of~-living brought
gbout by the 5% tax on consumer guads imposed by the Grenada
Government in its 1976 Budget, and that the General Meeting on

Saturday will make decisions "likely to reasult in some sort of

industrial action,"

In a related development, yYeaterdey morning (llth), employees of the
Central wWater Commission, represented by TAWU; went on a sit-down
protest against Government'e failure to pay them salaries and wages
due for Janusry, A spokesman for the Union emphasised that the

employees are not onm strike but will continue their sit-down protest

until they have been paid.

(305 words)
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CIVIL SERVANTS DEMAND SALARIES

In a letter dated February 4th, the Civil Service Association (CSa)
has protested to the Minister of Finance, Mr George Hosten, over thé

non-payment of Salaries to Civil Servants for the month of January.

The CSA letter referred to the fact that, for the m;nth of April

1975, payments of salaries ta Public Servants were not msde on time
and were not completed until during the week counencing Hay 1l2th 1975.
The CSA letter also said that, in a letter dated ilay 9th 1975, sent

to the llinister by the CSA, the Grenada Union of Teachers (GUT) and
the Technical & Allied Workers Union (TAWU), it was made clear that
Public Officers must be paid on or before the last day of the month.
It was also made clear that all Public Officers throughout the Nation
must be paid on the same day and that, if Govérnment.failed fo

Observe these conditions, it "would result in the Unioas taking

whatever action is deemed necessary."

Referring to Government's failyre to pay salaries for Januery, the
CSA letter said, "the Civil Service Association is aware of a
recurrence of last year's failure to pay on time .....", and CSA is
left with "no choice but to ask you to be good enough to have all
salaries paid to Public Servants by the 10th ingt." "Falliure

to comply", concluded the letter, "will leave no alternative but to

take whatever course of action may be deemed necessary by the Cilvil

Service Association.”

A source close to CSA disclosed today (12th) that, with the exception
Of Public Servants employed on Grenada's island ward Of Carrigcou,
all Public Servents had been paid by Friday 6th, and Government had

given assurances that Government employees in Carriacou would be paid
by .ionday 9th.

A phone call to a relisble source in Carriascou revesled today that
some Public Servants were paid on Monday 9th, but it could not be
ascertained whether all Government employees have now received their
salary for January.
(326 words)
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CONSU.ERS ASSUCTATION GEARING TOR ACTTON.

Mr Daniel C Williams, Chairman of the committee appointed by the

Consumers Association to protest the new rates charged by the

Grenada Telephone Company, seid in St.CGeorges today (12th), that g

General Meeting of the Associstion had been 'called for Sunday 15th

February to discuss the sltuation which has developed between the
Association and the Company.

Mr Williame said that, follewing the gppolintment of his committee on

December 7th, a letter aated December 8th was sent to the Company
requesting a breskdown of the Company's revenue and expenditure for
the year 1975, and asking that implementation of the rates be

deferred until subscribers had had an opportunity to be convinced

that these rates were Justified,

Following this, an exchange of correspondence between the Consumers
Association and the Telephone Company had resulted in the Associstior
being refused s request for a meeting with the Manager of the
Company. The Associstion has also been referred to Government
and has been told that the Company will not enter into sny further

correspondence on the matter with the Consumers Association.

Mr Williams sald that the conduct of the Telephone Company hes shown

"bad faith", rarticulasrly as, after negotiations had begun with the

Company, the undertaking was given by the Manager, Mr Ivor 0'Brien,
that, concerning those subscribers who, in proteét, had not paid the

new rates, and who had been cut off, the Company would give

consideration %o reconnecting them until an agreement had been

reached, "But", said Mr Willisms, "the reconnections have not

been made and the Company is not giving even the ususl grace period
now,"

However, in a Reiemse issued yesterday (11th) the Telephone Company
8ccuses the Consumers Associstion of neking "felse and misleading
allegations", and the Company denies that it ever entered into
"negotiations" with the Association. Further, the Company

"eatagorically denies that 1t sgreed to reconsiger reconnecting any

disconnected telephones." Telephone Accounts sre payable in full
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by the 20th of the month, says the Relecase, and "%elaphones that have
been disconnected for non-payment will remsin disconnected until such

time as the accounts have been psid in full."

Referring to the financial position of the Telephéne Compan&, Mr Willisme
sald he has been told by a Dirvector of the Bosrd of Management of the
Company that the Government of Grenads owes the Telephone Compsny nearly
half a million dollars (EC) in telephone rents, which rents the Company
has tried unsuccessfully to collect, "The Telephone Company is

quick to cut off citizens who have withheld payment in protest against
rates which have still to be jestified", said Mr Williams, "but the

real problem seems t0 be that thay have failed t0 collect whet is due

to them from Government.,"

Mr Willisms disclosed that to daﬁe (12th), the Consumers Association
has collected over 800 signatures of private telephone subscribers
who, if requested, will withhold telephone rents in order to bring
pressure on the Company, This figure represents some 3%6% of the
2,198 private telephone lines serving 2,630‘phones, some subscribers

having more than one phone on the line they pgy for.

Up to now, business telephone subscribers, those rstes were not
incressed last December lst when rates for private phones were
raised, have not been drawn into the controversy. The Telephone
Company has 719 business lines serving 2,205 télephones.
(552 woras)
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CHAMBER: "COLUNIAL MENTALITY STILL EXISTS".

Mr Lyden Ramdhanny, President of the Grenadsa Chamber of Commerce,
presented & Paper on "The Movement of Skilled Labour Within the
Caribbeaﬁ" to the Llyth Directors Meeting of the Caribbean Associstion
of Industry & Commerce held in Trinidad on February 6th and 7th.

This aper, which represents the views of the Grenasds Chamber,
highlighted the problems of the Less Developed Countries of CARICUM

with reference to the movement of skilled lsbour. "It is time that

the free exchange of technocrats be accepted by CARICUM countries to

ensure uniform development in the region", the Paper says., "It is
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important, however," it continues, "tha

ng 14.2.76

t when skilled labour isg

required by a country, the 'donat ing’ country should be consulted

and advised before any asction be taken, This will prevengyany
poasible exodus from g territory in which, because of existing

soclal, political or othep problems; there ik the tendency to

seek Jobs conveniently gutside of that territory,"

The Paper says that it does not intend to advocate that "legislation
be passed to curtsil complete movement of labour from sny territory",
but it is urged that, in consultation with the private sector and

with “serious consideration being given t0 the development of the

region", a definite policy must be set out,

The Chember's Paper expressed the view that work permits, especially

to CARICOM citizens, should be granted as freely as possible, but

said it had "noted that some territories in granting work permits
are allowing political intrigue to be associated with the granting of

s&me, ensuring paliticel patronasge from '"imported’ skilled laboup."

In connection with non-CARICOM bersonnel, the Paper says it has been
observed that, despite laid down policies which enable CARICUM
personnel to obtain work permits in preference to outgiders, it is
POssible for such outsiders to be granted a work permit in shortep
waiting periods and sometimes in preference to their CARICUM
counterpsrts, It observed, "It is possible that Governments of
the region prefer non~CARICOM personnel because, to some extent, the
Coloniel mentality exists, or perhaps it is hoped that such personse

would give more political petronage to the authorities",

In its Psper, the Grenads Chamber seys, "Freedom of Movement of
skilled labour in the Caribbean is important for the survival of
CARICOM", and it concludes, "We of Grenada, one of the LDC, look
forward to the day when we will be meaningfully discussing freedon
Of movement of our mein resource and that of the other LDCs, nswely,
menpower, fbr it 1s only with complete freedom of movement of

persons, snilled or otherwise, that CARICUM can achieve its ultimste

goals,"

‘ (431 words)
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KERUSENE "PEDDLING" STUP_CREATES HARHSHT®
A spokesman for the Esso Company ccnfirmed today that thie dlstributor of

fuel had raised the minimum quantity which would be delivered from 100
gallons to 500 gallons., The spokesman said it was not econowical for
the Company to continue to "peddle" kerosene, and the raising of the

»

ninimum for delivery was a move to mave costs.

Of the other two fuel distributing Companies in Grenada, Shell does not
handle Xerosene ang Texaco stopped the "peddling" operation a year or two
ago., The resuilt or Esso's sotion now is that there are fewer retail

outlets and thisg ig creating some hardship, particulerly in rursl areas,

When the controlled Price of gasolene wasg increased in two steps last
month, kerosene prices were also increased, The wholesale price was

moved first from EC$1.39 per imperial gallon to EC$1.54 ang then to EC$1,.65

The retail price moved from EC$1.49 to EC$1.68 ang is now at EC$1,79., -

(155 words)
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For the month or January 1976, 3,236 bassengers arrived at Orenads by

Leeward Islands Aip Transport Services Lta (LIAT), and for the same perilod,

¥

4,083 passengers were taken out of the State, Cargo handling amounted
to 35,921.4 kilos landed ang 6,251.8 kilos lifted. *here were 2,618.4
kilos of mail brought in ang 1,177.9 kilos taken out,

( 54 words)
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BANANA SHIPMENTS

Uver the period 11th to 12th Februasry, the S S "Geesttide" loaded 26,989

~.

boxes of bananas weighing 793,09L 1bs and valued at EC$§3.447.00. There
were 293 boxes of fruii rejected,

(28 words)

It has not veen POssible to get statistics covering passengers arriving

by cruise liners since the week ending January 24th., In spite of efforts
to get these figures from the Tourist Boarg and Immigration Department,

they have not been availabie, NEWSLETTER hgs been promised these

statistics "in due course", and, for the time being, can list only the
names Of the ships and their dates of call.

Veek Ending January 3ist Week Ending Februsry Zth.

January 25th Stella Oceanis February 3rd Cunard Adventurepr
Neptune Jasqon
27th  Cunard Adventurer Lth Istra
Jason Amerikanig
28th  Amerikanig 6th Italis
29th Britanis Sun'Vikin31:¥§
Delphia 69 ‘

31st Statendan -0—0—0-0-0—0—0_0-0‘050“
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