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Commonwealth Heads of_Governmenf, the Eéoncﬁic Commissien
for ILatin America, the United Nations ané the Ihternational-w

Court of Justice.

Prime Minister Gairy is reported by the Government Release
as saying that, while there is no precedent for sueing the
British Government, this will be another "first" for Grenada.-
Sources close to'thesﬁﬁxgrﬁenyqiéfal‘é bffice saia, this.
week, that nothing is Knéwn in that Department.about .the.
proposed;édtion agdinst the British Governmént.

B

{229 words)
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BRITAIN TO CLOSE WESTINDIES STATION.
H.M.S "Gurkha", a frigate of the Tribal Class attached

to ‘the British Royal Navy Wbstlndmes Station, pald a
two-day visit'te" Grenada on 13th and.l4th May. Thé
"Gurkha",- under ‘the coﬁmﬁnd of Commander "Tim" Ilee, also ,
had on board Commodore Bryan John Straker, the Senior

Naval Officer of the Westindies Station with headquarters

in Bermuda. ST

In an exclusive interview with NEWSLETTER, Commodore
Straker said the Royal Navy Westindies Station has
existed since 1767 when the Senior Naval Officer was the
famous Commodore Samuel Hood, but Commodore Straker
disclosed that, as a result of a British defence review,
the Westindies Station will be closed down by April 1lst
1976, | |

"I'm personally sorry about it", said Commodore Straker,
"but, all things have to happen and, in fact, there will
be a reorganisation the way in which we still have a

presence and come and visit the Westindies."
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The "Gﬁrkha's“ last port befere ¢alling 4dt Granada was
Port-of-8pain, Trinidad, and, travelling with the ship
from Trinidad was Mr Michael Dibbin of the British High.
Commission in Trinidad. Mr Dibﬁin's duties at the

High Commission include special diplomatic responsibilties

for Grenada.

(187 words)
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HOTELIERS TO ATTEND CHA MEETING.

Mr Craig Barnard, Manager of Grenada's Spice Island Inn
and President of the Grenada Hotel Association, will
attend the 17th Annual Genersl Meeting of the Caribbean
Hotel Association which will be held in Nassau from 2nd -
to 8th June.

At least three other hoteliers from the island are expected
to attend this meeting, among them, Mr Royston Hopkin,
Manager of the Ross Point Inn and s °Vice-President of

the Caribbean Hotel Association.

(71 words)
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APPEAL TO BE HEARD
On Tuesday May 27th, the Appeal Court will hear the

Application of Mr John McDonald Moore which arises out
of the bye-election held in Grenada on April Sth 1974.

Mr Moore's Application, which is to have that bye-election
declared null and void, was heard originally before

Mr Justice Eric Bishop. Mr Moore contended that his |
constitutional right to be a voter was contravened because
the Supervisor of Blections failed to carry out his
Statutory duties in that he had not revised the electorial
lists during 1973, with the result that Mr Moore's right

to be registered as a voter was denied.
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Mr Justice Bishop said, however, there W3S no ecénstitutional
contravention of Mr Moore's right to be registered. But,

the judge observed there might have been contravention of

the House of Representatives Act;

This matter wag taken before the Appeal Court in May 1974,
but it was not heard because, in the words of the then
acting Chief Justice, Mr Justice Percy Lewis, "there is

no copy of the Grenada Constitution available to the Court."

(170 words)
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CRUISE LINER CALILS.
During the week ending May 10th, two Cruise Tiners called

at Urenada. These were the "Cunard Adventurer with 496
bassengers and the "Britanis" with 627. This total of
1123 passengers bring the total of cruise liner visitors to

2481 for the period lst to 10th May .

(46 words)
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BANANA SHIPMENTS
On Mey 13th, the § S "Geesterest" loaded 25,508 Boxes of
bananas valued as EC$57,949.00, %Total weight of the

RN T

shipment wasg 772,654 1bs, One ﬁﬁndred and twelve boxes

were rejected.

(28 words )
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"JAMATICA EXHIBITS GOODS

The Jamaica Exporters Association staged in Grenada on the

"Federal Maple", a one-day exhibition of Jamaican made goods

when the ship called today (15th) on its regular schedule.

Mr Lloyd Hepburn, leader of this Trade Mission. told NEWSLETTER
the exhibition hag been put on in all the Ieeward and Windward
islands and in Barbados, and Prinidad would be the last market

Yo be visiteqd befiore returning to Jamaica, Mr Ashton Frame,
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GOVERNMENT GETS ULTIMATUM, —

Civil Seryénts in Grenada were not paid April smslaries until

Tuesday of this week, April 1%th. | |

-

This payment Iollowed‘action by the Civil Service Association
(CsA) which summoned a General Meeting for May 8th because
the Council of CSA had "been in toucﬁ with the Minister of
Finance, who, up to the afternpqﬁ of May 6th, could not tell
when outstanding salaries ﬁoﬁld"begpéid."

. wikg )
At the CSA.meeting, a Resolution: was passed which subsequently
had the support of the Grenada Union of Teachers (GUT) and

the Technical & Alliad Workers Union (TAWU) - (both

LA I i

organisatlona representing workers 1n sections of the Publlc
Service) - and, on May 9th, this Resolution was sent in a .

joint CSA, GUT, TAWU letter to Mr George Hosten, Minister of

Finance.

The Resolution stated, in part, that salaries for April were
to be paid by May 13th, "failing which, the Unions will feel
free to take whateﬁer industrial sction is déemed necessary".
This deadline was met, but no information could be had as to
how Government had financed the payment.

Difficulty

At the recent Commonwealth Heads of Government Conference in
Jamaica, Prime Minister Gairy stated he was having difficulty -
to find money for Civil Servants salaries, and it was reported
that the President of Nigeria, General Yakubu Gowon, had
promised to assist in this financial difficulty. It could
not be ascertained whether payment of salaries to Civil
Servants on thg‘IBth was made pcqsible by money given by
General Gowon or whether reveﬁue'from Customs, Excise and

other sources had been able to‘méeﬁ the commitment.



[image: image5.png]Alister Hughes -
THE GRENADA NEWBIETTER - Week Brding May 17th 1975

Page 2
The CSA Resolution sent %o the-Minister'of‘Finance alsb
demanded "that salaries in future be paid on or before
the last day of the month to all Public Officers . _
throughout the nation®, and "salaries must be paid to all
Public’ Officers throughout the nation on the same day."
These demends create another p;bblem for Government at

the end of May when over 6 million dollars (EC) will

have to be fourd for salaries‘ _ The CSA, GUT &nd TAWU
have warned that failure to meet these demandd "would
result in the Unione'taking whatever action is deemed
necessary“; | | - ;

(355 words)
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GRENADA TO SUE BRITAIN;'

Ct ,‘.

According to a Government Release of May 12th Prime
Minister Gairy feels “it is time for someone to bring an

indictment against British colonial policy

At the recent Commonwealth Heads of Governnent Conferenoe
in Jamaica, Mr Gairy charged that Britain was morally
guilty of mismanaging Grenada's economy from the time she 5

acquired the island by the Treaty of - Versailles in 1783

The Prime Minister also charged that Britain was guilty-pf
"economic cruelty", and, according to the- Government ‘“
Release, Mr Gairy said that nafter 191 years of colonial
domination, there should be a hefty balance in Grenada s
favour based on a conservative annual estimate of half a

million pounds sterling for commodities supplied during
that period, 1nclud1ng sugar, tobacco, cotton, limes,

cocoa, bananas and ‘spices.

At a meeting‘of the Grenada Cabinet on May 9th, approval
was ginen to Mr Gairy to prepere Grenada's case against

Britain which will be formélly‘preSented before the:




