[image: image1.png]Alister Hughes

24t pprii, Lvo
P U Box 65
5t. George's )
GRENADA
THE GRENADA NEWSLETTER \{ ' é NO '(7

» \O
For week ending 26th April _———*‘”'/””d”,

PENSION FUR BebiMAR

According to Order Papers circulated for a meeting of the House of

Represcntatives, Friday April 25th will be Budget Day in Grenada.

However, on the Order Papers for this meeting, are other items
likely to produce considerable friction and overshadow discussions

on the rovenus and expenditure estimates for the current year,

Onc of these items is the Duffus Report which, for the first time,

will come officially before the House. Another is the controversial

‘White Paper' which sets out Government's reaction to the Duffus
Report, and it is expected the Opposition will make a considerable

contribution to the debate on these items.

Terrozr

Another controversial item on the agenda is a Jill to make provisiaon

for a pension to be paid to Assistant Superintendent of Palice
Innocent Belmar. The Duffus Report does not deal favourably

with Mr Uelmar, The Commissioners stated that it was he who
unleashed the terror of the Police Aides on the Town of Grenville

on the night of November 18th 1973, that he had proved himself
totally unfitted for any position of authority, and they recommended
that he be rewoved from office in the Police Force and precluded

from holding any office in the Public Service.

But, in a broadcast to the nation on March 31lst, Prime ilinistex
Gairy contradicted this view. r Gairy said that, in the
roemoval of dMr Belmar from the Police Force,

the nation was losing

"the best voliceman Grenada has seen and known for a long tima*,
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The bill to grant Mr Belmar a pension in spite of the Duffus
Commissioners' recommendations is likely to be opposed by the
Opposition in the House, but Government's overwhelming majority
ensures its passage.

(273 words)
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SUIT BROUGHT AGAINST BELMAR

An incident mentioned in the Uuffus Report is now the subject of
a suit brought against Assistant Superintendcnt of Police

Innocent Belmar in the High Court of Justice.

The suit, brought by Mr S5imon Charles, was filed on April lo6th,

and claims that on November 4th 1973, Mr Charles was assaulted,
beaten and shot by ASP Belmar at the %Seca Haven® restaurant in

the east coast town of Grenville near to Pearls Airport.

Mr Charles claims that, at "Sea Haven'', ASP Belmar shot him in the

left knce, that he was beaten by Police Aides, dragged to the
Grenville Police Station where AGP Belmar shot him again, this

time in the right leg.

Malicious Prosecution

Following this incident, six charges werc laid against ir Charles

including the use of obscene language, causing harm to ASP Belmar
and disorderly behaviour. Mr Charles' claim states that all

these cases were heard and dismissed, and his suit now is for
damages for wrongful arrest, assault, battery, false imprisonment

and malicinus prosecution,
}

Evidence concerning this incident was given before the Duffus

Commission of Inquiry into Police Brutality in Grenada, but, the
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Commissioners made no findings on it because, at that time, charges

laid against Mr Charles and two other persons involved in the

accidunt were pending. The Commissicners said, however, that,

if the facts related by Mr Charles and the other two persons were
true, ASP Delmar and the Police Aides involved ought to be charged

for criminal offences.

(234 words)

PUST GFFICC IRREGULALITIES

The Chamber of Commerce has txpressed concarn over reports of

irregularities at the General Yost Uffica

e

In a Relcase issucd on April 19th, the Chamber stated that the

Minister of Communications & Works, Mr Herbert Preudhomme, will be

asked to investigate numerous complaints relative to non-dcelivery

of muil, missing Money Urdcrs from Letters, tampering with mail

and cashing of Postal Urders.

The roloase stated also that a committec of threc has besn set up

to advisc Government on the restricting and banning of certain

items of food. The Chamber feels that certain food items can he

produced in sufficient quantities locally, and that the vacuum
whicih would be created by restricting and banning could be minimiscd
if suitable steps werc taken with Government initiative through the

Agricultural Department.

(126 words)

ECCM OFFICIALS VISIT

Mr Charles Zdward and Mr Saul Hughdes of the Eastern Caribbean

Common Market (ECCHM) Seerctariat vicitod trenada this week and

held discussions with the Chambor of Commerce relative to
establishment of industriecs in the Less Developed Countries (L.D.C)

of CARICUIT,
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Industries specifically suggested for Gronada are Spice Processing,
»

Manufacturing of perfume and toiletries, manufacturing of cocoa
based products, manufacturing of a varicty of plastic products and

the processing of cassava into starch.

A Relcasec issued by the Chamber, states that Messrs Edwards and

Hughdes were assured of the Chamber's fullest cooperation in

submitting the namos of suitable entreprecneurs, and in any other

way assistancc could be rendered in helping the developmaent of

the Statec.

It is undecrstood that, in seeking to promote thc establishment of
industriegs in the L.D.Cs, thc ECCM Secretariat is working closcly
with the Caribbean Development Bank and the Caribbean Investment
Corporation. '

(143 words)
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NEwW DIRZICTOR CAIC

Mr C F Toppin, Managing Director of tho firm of Messrs Jonas Browne &
Hubbard Ltd has been appointed a Dircctor of the Caribbcan
Association of Industry & Commerce

(CAIC), representing the Grenada
Chamber of Commcrce on that Body.

Mr Toppin will attend his first meeting of the CAIC Boaxd of
Directors in Uctober when the Directors meet in Grenada. This
Diresctors' Meeting will precede the Annual General Meeting of CAIC
which is being hosted by the Grenada Chamber. Sources closc to
the Chamber said the date for this mceting has not yet been fixed,

but is expected to be announced shortly.

(96 words)
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SENATOR _APPOINTED

. —

One of the two Government vacencics in the GLGrenada Senate has becn

filled, At @ cercmony at Government House on April 23rd,

Mrs melina Baptiste was sworn in by Governor-General, Sir Leo deGale.

Mrs Baptiste is a Grenadian who was resident in the United Lingdom
for 15 ycars, and rcturned to Grenado 14 months ago with hur

husband, Zdward, Mr Baptiste is self-employed as a farmer while
Senator Baptiste works as a clerk at the firm of Geo, F

Co. Ltd,

. Huggins &

Askcd by NEVWSLETTER how she felt about her appointment, iMrs Baptiste
said shc had always wanted to bocome involved in politics, and she

appreciated thc opportunity now given to serve her country.

(111 words)

Us OFFICIAL VISITS

Mr /illiam i{loorz, First Sccretary in the United Stafcs tmbassy in
Barbauus, arrived in Grenada last Tu:sday (22nd). Interviewed
by NEWSLETTER, Mr Moore said his trip to the island was a routine
official visit and hc was delightcd to be in Grenada again,
Mr iMoore is uxpected to return to Uarbados on saturday 26th.

(31 woxds)
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NEW ATTURNEY-GZNERAL

Mr Desmond Christian, Guyanese-born Barrister-at-Law, has arrivad
in Grenada to toke up the post of Attorney-General which beeame
vacant with the tcrmination of the appointment of Mr Herbert Squires

as a Scnator and Minister for Legal Affairs.

When held by rir Squires, the post of Attorncy Gancral was a political
onc, but Mr Christian - until receently the Legal Assistant in the

Legal Scrvice of Montserrat - will be a Public Officer

( 74 words)
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CRUISE LINcRG CALL

During the period 13th to 19th April, there were five cruisc liner
calls at Grenada. Thuse werc the "Rafaelle™ (813),

"Cunard Adventurer® (629), "Amerikenis® (473), "Britanis™ (643)
and “Sun Viking® (663). This total of 3221 passcngers brings
total of cruisc linmer visitors up to 8321 for the period

lst to 19th April.

( 53 words)

BANANA SHIPMENT

Over the two days 14th.15th April, the S.5. “Geasterest® loaded
20,966 Boxes of Bananas wcighing a total of 633,735 lbs.
Fifty bouxcs of fruit were rejected, The valuc of the "Geestcresth

shipmint was not roadily available.

(34 words)

CPSA CUNFERZHWCE

When the Trinidad & Tobago Public Service Association attends the
Caribbean Public Service Association Confurence to be held in
Grenada from 7th to 1Bth August noxt, it is likely thoey will be
accompanicd by their own orcheostro led by the well known

Normen "Tex Williams,

This was rovealed in a delcease issucd today (24th) by the Grenada

Civil Gervice Association, 1t was also discloscd that delcgates
to the Conforeonce are oxpected from all affilietes in Conmmonwealth
Caribbcan countrics, and that therc may be obscrvers from Surinam

and from the Internationel Labour Urganisation.

(91 words)
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GRENADA SOLO IN SHELL SHIELD CRICKET, ?

At a mceting called today (24th) by Prime Minister Gairy and attonded

by some 150 representatives from about 90 cricket clubs, Mr Gairy

said thc time had come for Grenada to play in the Shell Shicld

Cricket Series as an individual unit rather than as a member of

the Combined Islands Team comprising the Windward and the Leeward

Islands.

The meeting, chaired by Mr Walter St. John, President of the Grenada
Cricket Association, was told by Mr Gairy that islandwidc coaching

would be provided and that promising crickcters would be sent to

Cricket School in England. To finance this venture, Mr Gairy

said, EC$75,000,00 would be raised, of which Govermment would
provide §30,000.00, he would makec a personal donation of y1,000.00

and the balance was expected to be raised by contributions from

Banks and the Commercial Community.

Price Cpntrol

Some rcasons why the standard of crickct had fallen in Grenada were

discussed and the Prime Minister promised that more and better kept

playing ficlds would be provided, He said also that Government
would give favourable consideration to removing import duties from

sports goods and to ensuring pricc control on thesc items.

Because of doubts raiscd at the mceting relating to the time factor,

it was decided that Grenada would not seek cntry into the 1976 Shell

Shicld Series as a separate unit, However, a national tecam will

tour all tho territorics from buyana to Jamaica somc time botween

November and January with a view to proving Grenada's ability to

stand on her own in tho S5hell Shield Series.,
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The Prime Ministor said he would accompany thec,touriny tcam, and

if necossary, he was preparcd to arguec Grenada's casz before the
West Indics Cricket Board of Control and the shell Shield

Authoritics,

A committez with Mr Walter St. John as Chairman is to Lo set up to

pursuc this matter. Prime Minister Gairy will be Governmont's

representative on the Committee.

Cricket 5chool
In an exclusive interview with NEWSLETTER, iz Gaiwy said that the

£ S

F1rst thing was to get coaches, to cstablish a Crickct wchool in

Grenmoda and, simultancously, “to send a few of our botior buys to

schuel in tngland 4o study cricket®, The Prime Minigfer thought

some dimprovemcnt would have to be made o the plaving fTiclds in
brenada, and thet sports woold have 9o bu publiciscd more by

appointing sports reporters.

"We have to raise money', saii Mr Geiry, "hecause all of thls will

o

necessitate a fair amount of funds. I have partially committed

the wovernment for an amount o #30,000 90 (EC) and I, mysclf will

make o contribution®, Tha Piime Minidef gard |Fevre woere old

T

cricketers and othoe cricket enthugiasts who would make Jonations

and he felt surc the Commorcial Community would hefp,

"I am very optimistic about thic", concluded Prime #Minigter Gairy,

vand look forward to the day when Goenada will be playirg real

good cricket agnisst +he other nations and the Combined Iclands®

(AHT4 words)
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