[image: image1.png]~——

Alister Hughes
P 0 Box 65
5t Gzorge's

20th February,

THE GRENADA NEWSLETTER

1975

For Week Ending February 22nd ' \{O' é MO %

Nol & T2 =

CONONER'S INQUIRY INTO DISHGP'S DEATH

s A

The Corzancr's Inquiry into the death of the late Ru
opened hefore Magistrate L G 5t.Louis in the Magistrate's Cou

in St. cGeorge's on Friday February l4th.

Rupert Bishop, who was a prominent 5t. George's businessman a

father of ilr Maurice Bishop, Joint Urganising Secretary of th
New Jewel Movement, is alleged to have met his death as the
rasult of a bullet wound inflicted on January 21st 1974 when

anti-Government demonstration was attacked by Regular Police

Secret Police.

The first witness to give evidence was Lssistant Superintende

of Police (ASP) Adonis Francis, the Head of the Criminal

Investigation Department. Mr Francis said when he arrived
on the Carenage near to Utway House at about 12.45PM on the d
in question, he saw a parked truck 1oaded with soft drinks ab
100 yards away from Otway House, and about 50 men in civilian
clothes between Otway House and the truck. Between the Tr

and O%tway House, there was & quantity of broken bottles.

pert Bishop

rt

nd

€

an

and

nt

ay

out

uck

A S P Francis said he heard bawling from inside Otway House and

afterwards he saw women and children loocking through the windows

towards the street. Some of the children were attempting

jump through the window, but he stopped them and said, “take

easy, come down through the main door®.

Hysterical

Mr Francis said he then escorted a number of children from

upstairs to the street and, after the children, journalist

to
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Alister Hughes came down the steps. Hughes appearsd to be

hysterical and, when he was about 4 fzet away he said, “Adonis,

I am afraid they are going to beat me", Mr Francis said he

reassured Hughes and let him away from the scene.

Un his rocturn to Otway House, Mr Francis said he was told by

Inspector {laymond that Rupert Bishop was lying at the top of the

stairs and appeared to be injured, Investigating this report,

Mr Francis said he found Bishep lying on his stomach, face

downwards and that the front of his shirt was wet with blood,

The only other witness to give evidence so far is Inspector

Cosios Raymond who was on the scene together with A S P Francis.

Legal appearances in this matter are ivlessrs Lloyd Noel and
Kenrick for Mrs Alementa Bishop, widow of the late Rupert Bishop,
whilc the Attornmey General's office is represented by the

—

bolicitor General, Mr Nolan Jacobs and Mr L St. Paul.

Further hzaring has been adjourned until February 28th.

(390 Words)
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POLIO VACCING REFUSED 7

P

A statement published recently in the local press by a PAHO/YHOD
official will scon have its repercussions in both the Grenada
House of Representatives and the Senate,

Addressing a Rotary luncheon late in January, Mr Stewart Watson

who is now completing his tour of duty here as a PAHO/WHU officer,

said he was ‘disgusted” with the Grenada Government's reluctance

to take the necessary precautions to avoid an outbreak of polio,
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Mr Watson disclosed that he had obtained 1le,000 d;scs of Polio
vaccinz for use locally, but the donor required as a prerequisite,
that lzgislatiun be introduced making it compulsory for the pre-
school child to be innoculated before entry into school,

Mr Watson said that the Grenada Cabinet was willing to accept the

vaccincs, but refused to pass the required legislation as had

been done in Trinidad and Barbados.

“The germs are in this area", said Mr Watson, "and it would be

difficult to see how Grenada will escape such an outbreak?,

Arising from this, the Leader of the Upposition, Mr Herbert Blaize,
has tabled a question for the next Meeting of the House of
Renrzsentatives,

Directed to the Minister of Health, Mr Blaize

wants to know whether an offer of Polio vaccine was made to
Governmnent, the terms of the offer, how long ago was the offer

madz, and, if the offer has not yet been accepted, what steps are

being taken for acceptance. A similar question has been tabled

by Senator Uunstan B Cromwell for the meeting of the Senate

scheduled for JSaturday 22nd February.
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VOTE FUit 18 YZAR OLDS

The question of the vote for Grenada’s 18 year olds has again been
revived as a result of a letter written to the Supervisor of

Elzctions, ¥Mr Ernest John, by the lLeader of the Upposition,

Mr Herbert Hlaize.

According to the Electarial Laws of Ltrenada, there is a statutory

requirement that an enumeration of voters be done every five years
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and that, in thz years between, these lists must be revised

annuully and that this revision must begin on february lst and

be completed by March 31lst.

To 'date, no steps have been taken to do this revision this year
and tir Blaize has pointed this out to the Supervisor of Elsctions
and has further pointed out that, according to Grenada'’s

Independence Constitution, the vote is given to persons 18 years

old and over,.

Interviewed at his home in Carriacou, the is and dependency of

Grenada, Mr Blaize said he has received a reply from Mr John
stating that, prior to the receipt of Mr Blaize's letter, the
matter had been discussed with the Governor General and the
Minister responsible for such matters and that it is the
intention of the Supervisor of Elections that the Lists of
Electors which would include persons attaining the age of 18 years

will begin shortly and be completed by 31st March 1975"

Mr Blaize pointed out, however, that the statutory requirements

for this revision demand a proclamation to be made, time for

adding ncw names to the lists, time for claims to be made for
addition,; timc for objection to claims, time for publication of
the lists,

and other stipulations set out in the law, all of which

require that the process must be started on February lst if it

is to be completed by March 31st as required by law.

The Leader of the Opposition said that since 1968, the Government
had not been doing the statutory annual revision of the Lists of
Electors and that there were hundreds of people who were entitled

to bc included, Mr Blaize intends to raise this matter at
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the next meeting of Parliament,
(336 tlords)




