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10th OCotober 1974

Following a meeting with Prime Minister Gairy on Tuesday (8th),
8 compromise was reached concerning the comtroversy over the use
o2 the blaser as s compulsory item of the school uniforn at the
State-owned Gremads Boys's Secondary School (GBSS).

The meeting, which lasted for over an hour, was attended by
representativés of the Parent Teacher Association, the 0ld Boys
Association and the Student Body, and present also were the MAnister
of Education, the Homoursble John Morris, the Chairman of the
Goveraing Body of the sehool, Dr Barry Rapier, and the School's
Prinsipsl, Mr Vel Franois.

According to s Government release, "in appreciation of the poins
that a blaser can de uncomfortable to wear at times", Mr Gairy

agreed that it will adt be worn on ordimary sehool days. The
Frime Kinister insisted, howsver, Shat it should be worn on the

£first and last days of term and on specisl occasions, including
speech night and church services.

Seskness
Mr Geiry sadd $his decision would have to be ratified by Csbinet
and he emphasised to the meeting that his willingness to cooperate

nrisin I'EI"P!’Q)?C/
should not be miszepresented as a sigh of weakness.
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The meeting took the opportunity to discuss other aatters

ooncerning the sehocl, and as a result, the Prime Minister toured
GB83 on Wednesday (9th) for an on the spot inspeesion. .

(ne serious coaplaint has been that there are only four lavatories
to ssrve nearly 600 students plus the staff snd a group of girls
students who attend GRSS for special sixth form tuition. As 8
result of the Prime Minister's tour, s site has been chosem for
erection of a suitable dloock of lavatories end Nr Gairy has given
izstructions that comstruetion 15 o begin imnedistely,

Another complsint which has deen remedied i» the lack of drinking

water facilities at GnsS, Mr Geiry haos instructed that these
" facilities are %o de provided in all the achool buildings.
(310 werds)
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On Monday (7th) of this week, a fifty-foot kigh illuminated cross
exrected by the Goverament of Grtundi on the ruins of Fort Frederick
overlooking BSt.Georges, was comsecrated in the presence of a
distinguished gathering including the Governor-Genmersl Sir leo

de Gale and Iady de Gale, Prime Mintister Gairy, Minissers of
Government and Civil Servants.

The consecrasion was done at an ecumeniocal service which degan
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shortly after dayhieak and was conducted by the Reverend Bmart of

the Anglicen Ohureh and Chaplain to Grenmsds's Armed Yoreces. Other
scclesisstical participants were the Venerable Hoskins Buggins, -
Anglican Archdesoon of Grenads, Major Fransis Batson of the Sslvatioa
Aray, the actual dlessing of the oross being done, by Moasigneur
Matrick Wedster, Romen Cstholic Bishop of Grensda.

The erection amé blessing of this oress has not had widespread
THERE BEING A SIR0nG Body 07 ONmioy
aporoval 4n the 1;1.&gkthnt. at & tine when the Goveramrnt of
Prime Minister Geiry is under suspiocion of condoning Police bdrutality,

erection of the oross is s hyposritical gesture motivated by
political comsiderations.

This public resotion hed effect in the sotion of the Moderstor of

the Presbyterian Church, the Reverend Nichsel Chandoo, who, it hed
been snncunced, was %0 condus$s She eecumenical service of consecration

of the oross, dbut who, at thﬂ last moment, withdrew and 4id nos

sttend the ceremony. It was reported thet pressure from his

congregation forced Reverend Chandoo to dissssociate himself from
the ceremony.

Reverend Chandoo, however, has announced publicly that, while his
congregation wes not in favour of his involvement in the comsecration
Ceremony, and while he himself had no objection %o taking part in i%,
it 1s a misrepresentation of the facts to say that he was forced to
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withdraw.

"There was no valid resson why I should not take pert in the -
— consecration”, ssid Reverend Ohsndoo, "however, had I gone sgainst
the wishes of my songregstioa, it would have had Gisasterously
disruptive effeots on She Church, and I considered it unwise $o
follow my decision $0 4o what I considered a perfectly legitimate
action ¢o participate in the comsecratieca cersmony”,

Reverend Chandoo pointed out, however, that he 444 not abide by the
decision of his Church Board in every issus.  They disagreed with
his decision %0 take part in the Independence Service last Pobruary,
but, he said, "I fels guided by God and 4id take part ia that service"

SBumming up the situstion in Gremsda, Reverend Chandoo said tke islend
is now locked in hard political factions snd "the turdulence, dixtaisa
division, anger and humourlessness of the situstion is reflected in
the Churchew of the State”.  Reverend Chandoo Shought there was
need for more love, more fect and more truth. "If we are to cope
wisely with our affairs of Church and S%ate”, he s8id, "we need a
great deal more trust and far less suspision”.

Ootober 1974





